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Senator Hartley and Representative Dargan and members of the Public Safety and Security
Committee, my name is Melissa Mason and I am a Legislative Liaison for UNITE HERE!
located at 425 College Street in New Haven. 1 reside at 180 Fountain Sireet in New Haven.

I am here to testify on behalf of Robert Proto, International Vice-President of UNITE-
HERE, in opposition to House Bifl Number 5277 (An Act Legalizing and Regulating Mixed
Martial Arts.

In the wake of the tragic mass shooting in Newtown, it is unthinkable that lawmakers in any
jurisdiction would risk exposing our children to an activity that involves extreme violence and
brutality.

Cage fighting, also known as “ultimate fighting” and “mixed martial arts,” is sensationalized
violence that has no place in civilized society. In these contests, fighters are allowed to kreck
each other unconscious through elbows, kicks and knees fo the head'; and to strangle each
other to the point of passing out through choke holds’. At least four cage fighters from the
United States are reported to have died from injuries sustained during amateur or professional
cage fights.’

We are also deeply concerned that cage fighters have competed in public stadiums and on
television bearing Neo-Nazi messages in tattoos and on clothing.*

As recently as March 2012, a convicted sex offender with Neo-Nazi tattoos was allowed to
compete in a nationally televised cage fighting event in Columbus, Ohio.” In addition, an
amateur cage fighter and white supremacist from Oregon last year allegedly went on a 10-day
crime spree that spanned three states and included four murders. The fighter was charged with
“targeting Jewish leaders, members of prominent Jewish organizations and other *Zionists,” and
using the media to publicize their movement in an attempt to spark a revolution.™

The Southern Poverty Law Center, a civil rights group, has warned of a disturbing connection
between white supremacists and cage fighting. The Center wrote in a report:
“Not syrprisingly, this rapidly rising blood sport is likewise wildly popular among racist
skinheads and other young extremists with a thirst for violence.””
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Professional cage fighting organizations, such as the UFC, have thus far failed to adequately
police the behavior of fighters. Prominent UFC fighters have joked about rape in public, and
have made remarks that are demeaning towards women, gays and Latinos.

UFC fighter Quinton “Rampage” Jackson appeared in a disgusting online video in which he
makes light of sexual assault by pretending to attempt to rape a woman in a parking garage using
chloroform and zip ties.® Even after a coalition of women’s groups, clergy and academics
expressed outrage over Jackson’s behavior, and called for his removal from a cage fighting event
in Chicago, the UFC allowed him to compete on national television.’

One prominent UFC fighter wrote on Twitter, “Rape is the new missionary,” ' while another
UKC fighter wrote, “If a rape van was called a surprise van, more women wouldn’t mind going
for rides in them,” '* UFC president Dana White has set a despicable example by repeatedly
using abusive language that is derogatory to women. '

These public displays of violence, hate and misogyny are all the more troubling in light of the
fact that cage fighting is being actively marketed to children through toys, video games and
clothing. Today, children as young as seven years old are participating in cage fighting
tournaments and training in UFC gyms". There are online videos showing children punching
and kicking each other from behind chain-link fences, while adult spectators clap and cheer.™

Last year, the National Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence wrote in a letter to New York
state legislators opposing legalization of MMA in that state. The letter states that:
“Children, in particular, should not be exposed to homophobic, misogynistic and violent

language that has been permitied by the UFC. ... This kind of hateful rhetoric is not
acceptable in America, where we are teaching our children to respect those who are

different and where we are working to stop bullying in our schools and communities. !

Why, in a state that just suffered the second-deadliest school shooting in history, would we even
consider exposing our children to the violent misogyny and perverse forms of masculinity that
are celebrated in the world of cage fighting?

We strongly urge you to protect our children from these violent spectacles and maintain the ban
against cage fighting in Connecticut.

Thank you for your time and attention.
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